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Bluntisham Road, Needingworth Welcome to the team!
Adam Wicks 
Estimator 

Adam joins us from  
R G Carter. He has 17 
years’ experience in 
Estimating/Quantity 
Surveying.

Adam is a fan of Norwich City FC and reading 
Terry Pratchett novels.

Welcome to the team Adam!

This month we have 
had a successful 
Investors In People 
Interim Assessment 
and have retained our 
Gold status.

This development of 14 no mixed 
tenure detached and semi-detached 
dwellings including formation of access, 
landscaping, parking, drainage and 
supporting infrastructure was handed 
over to our client Chorus Homes on 
time and within budget.

These are timber frame construction 
on strip foundations with tiled roof and 
an attractive mixture of face brickwork, 
cladding and render to external 
elevations.

Excellent work by our project team 
Steve Hart, James Betts, Chris Balls 
Jake Betts and Dave Holness 

DO ONE THING EVERYDAY TO MAKE ASPEN BETTER

Aspen are actively 
looking to recruit 
Trainee Site 
Supervisors. Should 
you know any 
suitable applicants 
please contact 
Adam Cummings.



Going the extra 1k Miles 
for good mental health
We want to challenge Aspen staff to collectively 
walk, run, jog or cycle 1,000 miles in June. 

Aspen will donate £1 for every mile travelled up 
to 1,000 miles to

  Mental Health Charity.

So whether you’re walking your dog, hiking, 
cycling or jogging send Rose over a message 
with your distance (this can normally be tracked 
through your smart phone/watch or even just 
relying on old school maps) along with a photo 
so we can include this in a collage. 

Let’s do this!

Aspen Build have successfully transitioned 
ISO 45001:2018 Occupational Health & 
Safety certification.

The standard provides a framework 
for an O H & S Management System 
incorporating Company policies, procedures 
and documentation controls that achieve 
optimal workplace occupational health & 
safety aligned to internationally recognised 
best practice. 

Many thanks to Ashley Halls and Steve 
Baker for overseeing this successful 
transition.

Making a difference to society...

Training Update

Emma Gregg 
Newly qualified Aspen  
First Aider.

Gary Rush has passed 
NVQ Level 6 in Residential 
Construction Management.

Update From Aspen Mental Health Champion – Rose Truszkowski 
As we are now gradually but slowly returning to ‘normal life’ 
outside of lockdown the mental health impact may no longer 
be on the forefront of everybody’s minds. However, mental 
health is still a huge issue that must not be pushed aside. I am 
happy to announce that both Nigel Taylor and Gary Fairclough 
have now been trained as Mental Health First Aiders and 
have been equipped with the resources and training for 
anybody that may need help.

We have recently been introduced to a great campaign and 
resource that offers two alternative helplines open from 
5pm until Midnight 365 days a year. They have a dedicated 
team that you can either call or speak to on a webchat to 

discuss any Mental Health problems you may be dealing 
with. They also have a number of different pages that delve 
further into specific issues like Anxiety, Depression, Work 
Issues and many other issues that may affect Mental Health.  
www.thecalmzone.net

There is always someone to speak to if you feel like you are 
struggling with your mental health.

Please don’t hesitate to contact myself, Nigel Taylor or Gary 
Fairclough for more information..

Aspen Mental Health Champion 
Rose Truszkowski

Considerate Constructors is designed 
to encourage best practice beyond 
statutory requirements.

SUPER SCORES!

NEDGING TYE site received excellent 
scores from Considerate Constructors 
for both visits:

• Visit 1 Dec 20 42/50 
• Visit 2 Mar 21 42/50

Very well done to Jake Betts; Gary 
Higgleton; James Doubleday and 
Emma Betts. An excellent result.

Think Safe Be Safe
2020 Annual Results

The average overall Health & Safety score across 
all sites for 2020 was 79.72 this is an increase over 
previous years’ average scores [2019:78.92 2018: 
78.3] Dean Charnley, H&S Consultant, commented 
in his report that this score ‘clearly identifies the 
projects are being well managed to a very good 
standard’.

Q1 2021 – 82.01

Keep up the good work!

Good Luck! to Braiden 
Wiley who is starting his 
NVQ Level 3 course in 
Construction Management.



Project Team: Gary Fairclough, Gary Higgleton and James Betts 

Works have commenced on site and are on programme. Groundworks 
have progressed well with the foul and storm drainage installation. Anglian 
Water have installed the water main around the perimeter of the site with 
a connection to the High 
Road booked in for the 1st 
of June 2021. Brickwork to 
underground masonry is 
due to commence shortly, 
with the private drainage 
and block and beam 
installations following the 
programme sequence.

Project Team: Jake Betts; Gary Higgleton and James Doubleday 

We have completed the foundation to each plot, the underground masonry, 
block & beam and the timber frame. Procurement of all trades is nearly 
finalised and all utility services have been booked in for installation May 
2021. Visits are ongoing from the warranty providers LABC and Building 
Control with no actions required to date. Over the next working period the 
trades will be carrying out brickwork, external cladding, private drainage 
and forming driveways, roof covering, window installation as well as the 
commencement of the internal packages such as the M & E and drylining.

Grace Estate Agents are 
marketing the properties for 
sale, there has been a high 
level of interest with one 
plot already reserved and 
other interest pending.

Trimley

Crowcroft Road, Nedging Tye

Delivering a project to be proud of...

Ivy Church Lane Southwark

Wade House, Violet Hill, Stowmarket 

Hanley Crouch

Project Team: Gary Rush; Sean MacDonald; Nigel Taylor and Gordon Betts

The face brickwork is continuing to progress up the external façade 
currently reaching 4th floor level, with cream-colored glazed bricks to 
the terrace areas and feature panels complimenting the red brick blend 
being used across the main elevation,. This has allowed the composite 
windows and patio doors to be installed on the lower floors, enabling us 
to become weathertight which in turn has allowed the internal works to 
start with intumescent fire protection 
to the steel frame and the construction 
of the internal partition walls. Following 
the relocation of the temporary welfare 
into the ground floor of the apartment 
block construction is now underway on 
the first pair of Mews houses situated 
at the rear of the site with brick and 
blockwork now being built up to 1st 
floor level ready for the 1st floor joists 
to be installed. 

Project Team: Steve Baker; Richard Julings; Chris Balls, Dave Holness; 
Braiden Wiley and Nick Dye

This project is nearing completion. We are 
entering the final stages of our quality 
inspections on the internal finishes and 
cleaning within the apartments and the 
internal staircases in advance of the 
client’s handover inspections. 

Externally we are in the final stages of the 
external walkway to the west elevation of 
the building, along with completion of the 
groundworks, landscaping and highways 
works.

Project Team: Adam Kerridge; Steve Hart and James Doubleday

This project at Hanley Crouch is making steady progress despite the double 
challenges of a restricted site with minimal working area and, on-going 
compliance with Covid 19 regulations. The external structure is now up 
to third floor roof level with the roof deck formed awaiting installation of 
single ply roof covering, green roof & PV panels. The construction of the 
roof conservatories and terraces is currently in progress. Scaffolding is 
progressively being removed which will allow the composite windows, 
Juliette balconies and canopies to be installed. Works have also commenced 
internally with application of sound proofing parge coats to the party walls 

and installation of staircases 
and studwork to all plots, which 
give access to all floors allowing 
first fix plumbing & electrical 
works to begin. The project is 
entering a busy period with the 
completion of the external fabric 
of the houses along as well as the 
progression of the internal works. 

The project is due for completion in September 2021.



Starting on site soon...

Bonds Lane, Biggleswade

Kenninghall Road, Banham

Wamil Court, Mildenhall

Loxford Hall

The Green, Great Staughton

As a Turnkey Package Aspen took this 43-house greenfield scheme to a 
number of Housing Associations and after a long period of rationalisation 
to get costs to work we have just exchanged on the land and look forward 
to getting this scheme to site Q2 of this year. This strategy of taking land 
and builder packages to registered providers is one which we hope to roll 
out more of in the future and we invite all of the team to keep alert to any 
such land opportunities.

We are within touching distance now of signing contracts on this 
conversion of a 35-bed care home to a 30 apartment complex. This 
interesting scheme involves the removal of the existing roof, raising the 
walls and installing a new engineered trussed roof. Our first scheme for 
the developer Dubai Delegates looks likely to commence on site early Q3 
this year.

Good things come to those who wait! After three years in the making, 
we have finally signed contracts on this scheme for London Borough of 
Redbridge, continuing our long standing relationship with the Borough. 
This scheme comprises four apartments and two maisonettes and is a 
mix of new build and refurbishment. Works are due to start on site August 
this year.

Off the back of the success at Bluntisham Road, Needingworth we have 
negotiated this very similar scheme with Chorus Homes and Oxbury co 
acting as Employers Agent. The project comprises two apartments, two 
bungalows and eight houses. This scheme is our first Rural Exception Site. 
Rural Exception Sites are small patches of agricultural land outside a village 
boundary that would not otherwise get planning permission for housing. 
Under the scheme, a landowner provides land at below market value on 
the basis the land is used to build affordable homes for local people. This 
scheme will start on site Q3 this year.

We are incredibly close to signing contracts with Chorus Homes on this 
50-apartment scheme in the centre of Biggleswade.

Significant site investigation works have already been done and the design 
team is ready to go following signing of contracts. 

We look forward to working with Calford Seaden as Employer’s Agent and 
appointing Cavaleri Partnership and Peter Dann Associates as Architects 
and Engineers respectively.



These awards recognise the very best developments, construction practices and workmanship throughout the year. 

Let’s showcase how good our sites are by winning some awards. 

SITE MANAGERS AWARD

Site Managers play a pivotal 
role in the success of any 
development, this award 
recognises the dedication and 
commitment it takes to deliver 
a quality site.

During the warranty site 
inspection visits, LABC surveyors 
rate the site manager across the 
following stages of construction

• Foundations
• Superstructure
• Roof
• First fix
• Second fix, third fix complete
• External works
• Health & Safety
• Site tidiness
• Standard of site management
• Marketing on site

THE BRICKS SITE RECOGNITION AWARD

Recognises consistent delivery 
of quality workmanship and site 
management

LABC Risk Management 
Surveyors score the site during 
inspection visits. Sites that 
achieve a consistently high 
average score over a 6 month 
period are nominated for a Site 
Recognition Award.

Scores obtained during every 
inspection visit are based on the 
following categories:

• Health & Safety
• Standard of Site Management
• Quality of workmanship
• Site tidiness
• General co-operation

Partnership Agreement 
2020-2021
Aspen have entered partnership agreement with The 
Construction Youth Trust.

The Purpose of this agreement is to provide 
opportunities for students from the Construction 
Youth Trust, especially those within Construction 
Education Courses, to gain more knowledge, know the 
opportunities and gain work placements in the future.

Making a difference to society...

LABC Awards 2021 Site Team Challenge

Aspen Bike 2 Work Scheme
Don’t forget Aspen has registered with the Bike 2 work scheme that the 
government has set up as part of its’ Green Transport Plan. You could save up 
to 42% on the cost of a bicycle and equipment. 

There are many benefits in participating in this scheme:

• Get a new bike and/or equipment.

•  The cost is spread over monthly interest free payments by way of salary 
sacrifice.

• Save money on travelling costs.

• Lose weight and tone up.

• Improve your general health and well-be4ing and reduce stress levels.

• Reduce your carbon footprint and help save the planet!

If you are interested in taking advantage of this fantastic benefit contact 
Bike2Work Scheme 0330 0884765 or info@bike2workscheme.co.uk
or the Aspen Bike2Work scheme administrator, Ashley Halls for more details.or the Aspen Bike2Work scheme administrator, Ashley Halls for more details.Ashley Halls for more details.Ashley Halls




