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Drovers Place Completion

Project Team: Gary Fairclough; Gary Rush; Braiden Wiley; Steve Baker and Adam Cummings

On 26th February 2018 I stood on the scaffold in
the snow taking some saddening record photos
of a deserted site which only two days before
had been bustling with over fifty operatives. With
our client at the time going into administration I

did not know if we would ever set foot on that
site again. Just over two years later we handed
over the last block of apartments and houses
on this flagship scheme to Chorus Homes.
Comprising 30 houses and 49 apartments it is an
exemplary affordable housing scheme that will
address the high levels of housing need across
Huntingdonshire. The previously dormant site
offers a huge choice of high-quality affordable
properties designed to the highest standards.
As recognition of the quality of the scheme it has
been shortlisted for the Planning Awards 2020
under the affordable housing category. We would
like to thank not only the outstanding work
offered by the project team mentioned above but

also the accounts and admin team comprising
Ashley Halls, Jessica Betts, Callum Fairclough,
Emma Betts and Rose Truszkowski. Without
whom those working on projects would not be
able to function.

Adam

Northdown PH2 Completion

Wessex Close Completion

This detached property, built on the site of an
unused garage block at the end of a cul-desac was handed over to London Borough of
Redbridge on 18th December 2019, on time and
snag free. The scheme complied with London
Plan Policy and the design guides set out within
that policy consisting of Secure By Design, Life
Time Homes, Code for Sustainable Homes
Level 4 and LABC Warranty and Building Control
compliance.

Despite lockdown restrictions and a
tight site with little storage area, this
development of six three bedroom
houses was handed over to London
Borough of Redbridge on 21st May
2020 on time and snag free. Very well
done to our project team and Ross Simpson on successful completion of his first
project as Site Manager.

Project Team: Jake Betts; Steve Hart; James Doubleday

Well done to the whole project team and Jake
Betts on successful completion of his first project
as Site Manager.

Project Team: Ross Simpson; Steve Hart; James Doubleday

Redbridge council leader, Cllr Jas Athwal, said: “London is in the midst of a housing
crisis, with house prices and rent soaring and historical underbuilding of council
homes in Redbridge many local families have struggled to find an affordable,
secure place to live. Building top quality, affordable council houses for local people
has always been a priority for my administration and I am delighted that these
brand-new homes in Wessex Close are now ready for families to move into”.

DO ONE THING EVERYDAY TO MAKE ASPEN BETTER

Making a difference to society...
Ninja Theory Development, Newmarket Road,
Cambridge – Handover
Project Team: Dave Holness, Richard Julings, Sean Macdonald, Steve Baker,
Dean Haskins, Nick Dye.
April saw the handover of the complete Ninja
Theory new offices and software development
accommodation, together with the new ‘Bird or
the Worm’ public house to the Newmarket Road
elevation, both to shell and core level and with
external works.
An excellent level of quality was achieved on a
tight and challenging site, providing a sound basis
for the clients fit-out contractor to continue and
complete the overall construction works.

Post Covid19 Social Housing
Opportunities In The Construction Sector
Source www.constructionenquirer.com 22/06/20

Investors In People
We value our staff and we know our people
are our biggest strength. We are determined
to improve the way we manage, develop,
and lead.
It will not happen overnight, but Investors in
People will help us focus on the right areas,
find out what we do well, and what we
could do better.
They are going to send out a survey soon
to find out what you think of working here.
Their survey gives everyone the chance to be
heard and make positive changes to working
here. Please give us your honest feedback.
It is completely confidential – no one in our
organisation will know who said what.
The questions cover things like how
motivated and involved you feel, whether
your work is interesting, and if you feel
supported and appreciated.

Ministers are being urged to build 100,000 homes a year to rent for key workers involved in the
fight against Coronavirus.
The Local Government Association has called for a social house building boom to spearhead the
national recovery from the virus and provide an important stimulus to construction. The crossparty LGA says the modern day “homes for heroes” plan would return £320bn to the nation over
50 years. It also argued that every £1 invested in a new social home would generate £2.84 in
the wider economy with every new social home generating a saving of £780 a year in housing
benefit.
A large-scale social house-building programme could help to meet a third of the Government’s
300,000 new homes a year target.
It would also help realise the Government’s ambition of providing 6,000 new homes for rough
sleepers taken off the streets during the pandemic.
LGA stimulus recommendations
•	Expand council housing delivery by bringing forward and increasing the £12bn extension
of the Affordable Homes Programme announced in the Budget earlier this year, with an
increased focus on homes for social rent.
•	Right to Buy should be reformed to allow councils to retain 100 per cent of receipts from the
sale of homes. The deadline to spend the money from sales should be extended to at least
five years, and councils need the power to set the size of discounts locally.
•	
To increase the capacity of the building industry, which will have suffered following
coronavirus, a skills and jobs strategy is needed to meet the needs of accelerating a social
housing building programme.
Given Aspen Build’s increasing foothold in the social housing construction management sector,
this could present exciting opportunities for the company in the future.

Considerate
Constructors
Improving the image of construction
Well done to Kielder and Wessex site teams
for their excellent 2nd visit scores.
Kielder Close
Visit 1: 38/50

Visit 2: 38/50

Wessex Close
Visit 1: 35/50

Visit 2: 39/50

Special mention to Wessex project team
for achieving ‘Performance Beyond
Compliance’.

New Baby!

10 Years Service

We are delighted to announce the
safe arrival of Maddox at 12.45am
on 29/06/2020 weighing 9lb 9oz.

4th May 2020 marked the 10 year anniversary of
James Doubelday, Manager of London and Essex
joining the Aspen team.

Mother and baby are home and
doing well.

Congratulations Jay and thank you for your
efforts over the years!

Congratulations Jess and Jerome!

Think Safe Be Safe
The average overall mark for Health & Safety
achieved 2019 across all sites was 78.92 [range
77.8 to 80.5], target 80.
Q1 2020 average overall mark was 79.4
[range 78.3 to 82]
Q2 2020 average overall mark was 79.4
[range 75 to 81]
These results show a marginal improvement in score in comparison to 2019 on all sites.
This shows that overall projects are being managed to a good standard ensuring legal compliance.
Keep up the good work.

The Pipeline
High Road, Trimley St Martin
This greenfield site will see the construction of 69 dwellings comprising 39 houses, 17 apartments
and 13 bungalows of mixed tenure. Excitingly, this is a first with another new client, Flagship Housing,
who are a very active Housing Association within East Anglia. It is also another scheme working
alongside Oxbury and Co as the Employers Agent.
Planned commencement: Autumn 2020

Bonds Lane, Biggleswade	Although slightly delayed due to the pandemic this 50-apartment scheme for Chorus Homes is
expected to start in 2020.
Lower Orwell Street, Ipswich	An Aspen New Homes scheme in the centre of Ipswich comprising a large block of flats. We are in
discussions with both the planning authority and a local housing provider about the density, design, and
tenure.
Crowfield Road, Nedging Tye	Nine spacious new build, private sale bungalows with private amenities generously spread along a new
cul-de-sac access road. The scheme will add to the strategic plan of working with Aspen New Homes
as client, Oxbury as Employers Agent and Grace Estate Agents acting on sales.
Una Road, Harwich		A 52 house scheme where we are working alongside a private client to create a turnkey scheme for a
Housing Association. This scheme will require a new planning submission so is not expected to hit site
until 2021.

Delivering a project to be proud of...
Needingworth

Kielder Close

Hanley Crouch

Project Team:
Chris Balls; Jake Betts; James Betts; Steve Hart

Project Team:
Jason Harvey; Nigel Taylor; James Betts

Project Team:
Adam Kerridge; Steve Hart; James Doubelday

Having resumed work on site following a
temporary closure due to the Covid19 pandemic,
the internal finishes are nearing completion
with initial snagging works being undertaken
throughout the apartments and communal
areas, whilst access is being maintained
throughout the building for the continuing works
to the non-combustible balcony construction.
The external parking and garden space are
progressing well with tarmac scheduled to
the parking bays
the over the next
two-week period
and topsoil being
graded ahead of
the landscaping
and
planting
works starting.

Since the site reopening the reduced level
excavation & piling mat have been completed
which allowed the UXO survey to be carried
out. Thankfully, this survey was clear which
subsequently allowed the 60 no. bored piles to
be installed over the following fortnight. Currently
main drainage and pile cropping works are in
progress on site which will allow the ground
beams & slab to be cast over the coming weeks.

The site reopened on Monday 4th May 2020
following the Covid-19 closure with Health &
Safety arrangements put in place to ensure
compliance with the CIC Site Operating
Procedures. The initial works on site was the
scaffold erection which is the first operation in
the sequence to erect the superstructures to
each plot. Since then timber frame and roofing
works are following to the first six plots with
carpentry, windows, and brickwork to commence
imminently. Now the plots are becoming
watertight internal works will commence in the
coming weeks.

Wade House, Violet Hill, Stowmarket Ivy Church Lane Southwark
Project Team:
Gary Fairclough; Richard Julings; Braiden Wiley; Steve Baker; Nick Dye

Project Team:
Adam Kerridge; Nigel Taylor; Gordon Betts

A traditional brick & blockwork scheme comprising of 38 No: residential
apartments based over three stories, with an external walkway for access
to the apartments, landscaped communal areas with a private enclosed
ground floor area for residents only. Due to the complexity surrounding
the project being partly built by another construction company, Aspen
along with the client carried out a comprehensive structural survey of the
building, which uncovered and number of structural anomalies. Extensive
remedial works have now been completed and the main structure works
have commenced.

The demolition of
the
garages,
full
UXO
survey
and
grubbing
up
of
existing underground
obstructions
were
completed in time for
the piling contractor to
commence their works
and over the past 3
weeks the CFA piled
foundations have been
bored and cast. Hague
Groundworks
have
started on site this
week, exposing the piles, and breaking down to level prior to forming the
reinforced ground beams installing the sub floor drainage and then casting
the structural ground floor slab. The structural steel frame is scheduled to
commence late August with the precast stairs being installed during the
erection phase.

Client Havebury Housing Association
Due to complete Mar 2021

Making a difference to society...
Movers & Shakers
We welcome the following new
members of staff to our team:

Emma Gregg
Accounts Assistant

Emma is a much
needed addition to our
accounts team and will
be assisting Callum
Fairclough.

Chris Balls
Site Manager

Chris is managing our
Needingworth site
alongside Jake Betts
on behalf of Chorus
Homes.

Will Mitchell
Preconstruction
Manager

Will heads up all areas
of Pre-Construction
providing the vital
pipeline for the business.

Gary
Higgleton

CSCS students, who would view the site and
have a chat with the site manager about
how they got into the construction industry,
the route they took either via further
education, work -experience or within the
trade and how that then developed into
them becoming a site manager. It would
also be good to discuss the site managers
day to day responsibilities including their
involvement with Health & Safety. All
Thandi Gonzales from Southwark Borough visits will be made in accordance with
Council has put forward Construction Youth social distancing measures required during
Trust, who the council has used previously Covid19 pandemic.
for providing ideas for partnerships.
Charlotte
Higgins,
Marketing
and
The Construction Youth Trust is keen to Communications Manager for The
partner with Aspen on CYT projects which Construction Youth Trust said “everyone
support the careers programme in schools was really excited about the prospect
and colleges by facilitating engagements of being able to come and do a site visit,
with employers as well as meaningful work especially with a Site Management focus.
experience opportunities for students.
Young people who have been on our
James Doubleday has put forward some online Level 1 Health and Safety and CSCS
ideas for working with Southwark, Islington programmes would be great candidates”.
One of Aspen’s strengths has been social
engagement, especially when working
in London Boroughs, and providing
partnerships with schools and colleges.
It has been a real focus point on Aspen’s
tender process too, as many borough
councils want proof of what community/
social engagement the Main Contractor has
provided in the past.

and Redbridge projects. In the first instance, We look forward to developing a mutually
with site visits especially focused around beneficial partnership with The Construction
site management. This could be a visit of Youth Trust.
five number Level 1 Health and Safety and

London Building Excellence Awards 2020
We are delighted to announce that Aspen Build has been shortlisted as a finalist in the
following LABC 2020 Award categories
LABC Construction Professional of the Year

James Doubleday

Best Local Builder or Traditional Craftsperson

Aspen Build (East Anglia) Limited

Best Individual New Homes			Northdown Gardens, Newbury
Park, Ilford

Construction Manager

Best Small New Housing Development		

Gary is Construction
Manager for Nedging
Tye and Trimley sites.

Due to the Covid19 pandemic, this year LABC will be celebrating the award winners digitally.

Pershore Close, Gants Hill, Ilford

The winners will be announced on Monday 17th August 2020.

